From Landmines to Grapevines: One
Woman's Mission to Heal the World

In a world ravaged by war, conflict, and displacement, it is easy to lose
hope. But amidst the darkness, there are beacons of light, individuals who
dedicate their lives to making a difference, to healing the wounds of war
and rebuilding shattered communities. One such beacon is Sally Mugabe,
a Zimbabwean peace activist and widow of the late former President
Robert Mugabe.

Early Life and Journey to Activism

Sally Mugabe was born in 1931 in Ghana to Ghanaian parents. Her early
life was marked by the struggles of colonialism and the fight for
independence. Witnessing the devastation and suffering caused by conflict
firsthand, she developed a deep-seated compassion for those affected by

war.
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After marrying Robert Mugabe in 1961, Sally became increasingly involved
in her husband's political activities. She witnessed the brutality of the
Rhodesian Bush War and the toll it took on the people of Zimbabwe.
Determined to make a difference, she founded the Zimbabwe Women's
Association (ZWA) in 1980, shortly after Zimbabwe gained independence.

Mission of Peace and Reconciliation

The ZWA's mission was to promote peace, unity, and reconciliation in
Zimbabwe. Sally Mugabe believed that true healing could only come
through dialogue, forgiveness, and a shared commitment to building a
better future. Under her leadership, the ZWA established numerous
programs aimed at empowering women, promoting education, and
fostering inter-communal dialogue.

One of the most significant initiatives undertaken by the ZWA was the
"Landmines to Grapevines" program. Launched in 1999, this program
aimed to transform former minefields into productive vineyards. By clearing
landmines and planting grapevines, the program not only provided a safe
and sustainable livelihood for local communities but also symbolized the
transformation of a land scarred by war into one of hope and prosperity.

International Recognition and Advocacy

Sally Mugabe's tireless efforts for peace and reconciliation earned her
international recognition. In 1996, she was awarded the United Nations
Prize in the Field of Human Rights. She also served as a Goodwill
Ambassador for the United Nations Population Fund and the United
Nations Development Program.



Throughout her life, Sally Mugabe traveled the world, advocating for peace,
women's empowerment, and the rights of marginalized communities. She
spoke at numerous international conferences and events, including the
World Economic Forum and the United Nations General Assembly.

Legacy of Hope and Inspiration

Sally Mugabe passed away in 2019 at the age of 88. Her legacy lives on
through the countless lives she touched and the organizations she
established. The Zimbabwe Women's Association continues to be a beacon
of hope and empowerment for women in Zimbabwe, promoting education,
economic opportunity, and political participation.

The "Landmines to Grapevines" program remains a testament to Sally
Mugabe's unwavering belief in the transformative power of peace. By
transforming former minefields into thriving vineyards, the program has not
only healed the land but also the hearts and minds of those affected by
war.

Sally Mugabe's life and work serve as an inspiration to us all. She showed
us that even in the darkest of times, it is possible to make a difference.
Through her compassion, determination, and unwavering belief in the
human spirit, she left a legacy of hope and healing that will continue to
inspire generations to come.

Call to Action

As we commemorate Sally Mugabe's life and legacy, let us all recommit
ourselves to the cause of peace and reconciliation. Let us work together to
clear the landmines of hatred, prejudice, and violence that continue to
divide our world. Let us plant the seeds of empathy, understanding, and



forgiveness, so that future generations can live in a world free from the
ravages of war.

If you are inspired by Sally Mugabe's story, there are many ways you can
get involved in the fight for peace and reconciliation. Here are a few
suggestions:

* Support organizations that promote peace and reconciliation in your
community and around the world. * Advocate for policies that promote
peaceful conflict resolution and reduce the spread of weapons. * Educate
yourself and others about the devastating effects of war, and work to create
awareness about the importance of peace. * Be a voice for the voiceless,
and stand up for those who are marginalized and affected by conflict. *
Remember the words of Sally Mugabe: "Peace is not the absence of war,
but the presence of justice." Let us all strive to create a world where justice
prevails and peace reigns supreme.
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