
Joan of Arc: A Historical Epic
Joan of Arc was a 15th-century French peasant girl who led the French
army to victory over the English during the Hundred Years' War. She was
later captured by the English and burned at the stake as a heretic. Joan of
Arc has been a source of inspiration for centuries, and her story continues
to fascinate and inspire people today.

Joan of Arc was born in the village of Domrémy, France, in 1412. Her
parents were poor peasants, and she grew up in a devoutly Catholic
household. At the age of 13, Joan began to experience visions of the
Archangel Michael, Saint Margaret, and Saint Catherine. These visions told
her that she was destined to lead the French army to victory over the
English.
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In 1429, Joan traveled to Chinon, where she met with the Dauphin Charles,
the heir to the French throne. Charles was impressed by Joan's piety and
her unwavering belief in her mission. He gave her command of a small
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army, and she led them to a series of victories over the English. In 1430,
Joan helped to liberate the city of Orléans from the English siege. This
victory was a turning point in the Hundred Years' War, and it helped to rally
the French people behind Charles.

Joan of Arc's success on the battlefield made her a target for the English. In
1430, she was captured by the Burgundians, who were allied with the
English. She was turned over to the English, who put her on trial for heresy.
Joan was found guilty and sentenced to death. She was burned at the
stake in Rouen, France, on May 30, 1431.

Joan of Arc was only 19 years old when she was killed. However, her
legacy has lived on for centuries. She is considered a national hero in
France, and she has been the subject of numerous books, movies, and
plays. Joan of Arc is a powerful symbol of courage, faith, and patriotism.
Her story continues to inspire people today, and she remains one of the
most fascinating and enigmatic figures in history.

Joan of Arc in Art and Literature

Joan of Arc has been a popular subject of art and literature for centuries.
She has been depicted in paintings, sculptures, and stained glass windows.
She has also been the subject of numerous books, plays, and movies.
Some of the most famous works of art and literature about Joan of Arc
include:

The Maid of Orleans by Friedrich Schiller (1801)

Joan of Arc by Mark Twain (1896)

The Passion of Joan of Arc by Carl Theodor Dreyer (1928)



Joan of Arc by Régis Wargnier (1999)

These works of art and literature have helped to keep Joan of Arc's story
alive for centuries. They have also helped to shape our understanding of
this complex and fascinating figure.

Joan of Arc's Legacy

Joan of Arc's legacy is one of courage, faith, and patriotism. She is a
symbol of the indomitable spirit of the French people. Her story continues
to inspire people today, and she remains one of the most fascinating and
enigmatic figures in history.

Joan of Arc has been canonized as a saint by the Catholic Church. She is
also considered a national hero in France. Her image appears on French
stamps and coins, and there are numerous statues and monuments to her
throughout the country.

Joan of Arc's legacy is one that will continue to inspire people for
generations to come. She is a reminder that even the smallest person can
make a difference in the world.

Image Gallery

Here are some images of Joan of Arc:
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Further Reading

If you are interested in learning more about Joan of Arc, here are some
resources that you may find helpful:
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The Joan of Arc Foundation

Joan of Arc - HISTORY

Joan of Arc | Biography, History, & Facts | Britannica
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