
Relics Of The Franklin Expedition: Uncovering
the Lost Treasures of the Arctic

In 1845, Sir John Franklin and his crew of 129 men embarked on an ill-
fated expedition to find the Northwest Passage, a sea route connecting the
Atlantic and Pacific Oceans through the Arctic. Their ships, HMS Erebus
and HMS Terror, became trapped in ice, and the crew perished. For over a
century, the fate of the Franklin Expedition remained a mystery, until the
wrecks of the ships were finally discovered in 2014 and 2016.
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In the years since, archaeologists have been working to excavate the
wrecks and recover artifacts from the expedition. These relics provide a
unique glimpse into the lives of the Franklin crew, their struggles, and their
ultimate demise.

The Ships

HMS Erebus and HMS Terror were two of the most advanced ships of their
time. They were equipped with the latest technology, including steam
engines and iron hulls. However, they were not prepared for the harsh
conditions of the Arctic.

The ships became trapped in ice in September 1846. The crew spent the
next two winters in the ice, trying to free the ships. However, their efforts
were unsuccessful. In April 1848, Franklin died, and the crew abandoned
the ships.

The Crew
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The Franklin Expedition crew was made up of a diverse group of men,
including sailors, officers, scientists, and engineers. They were all highly
skilled and experienced, but they were not prepared for the challenges they
would face in the Arctic.

The crew suffered from a variety of hardships during their time in the ice.
They were constantly cold, hungry, and sick. They were also plagued by
scurvy, a disease caused by a lack of vitamin C.

In April 1848, Franklin died from scurvy. The crew continued to struggle for
another year, but they were eventually forced to abandon the ships.

The Artifacts

Archaeologists have recovered a wide range of artifacts from the wrecks of
HMS Erebus and HMS Terror. These artifacts include personal belongings,
clothing, equipment, and food.

The artifacts provide a unique glimpse into the lives of the Franklin crew.
They show that the crew was well-prepared for the expedition, but they
were not prepared for the harsh conditions of the Arctic.

The artifacts also provide clues to the fate of the Franklin Expedition. For
example, the discovery of human remains on the ships shows that the crew
died from a variety of causes, including scurvy, starvation, and exposure.

The Legacy of the Franklin Expedition

The Franklin Expedition was a tragedy, but it also had a profound impact on
history. The expedition helped to open up the Arctic to exploration, and it
inspired future generations of explorers.



The Franklin Expedition also left behind a legacy of mystery. The fate of the
crew remained unknown for over a century, and the discovery of the wrecks
of the ships has only raised more questions.

The Franklin Expedition continues to fascinate people today. It is a story of
courage, tragedy, and mystery. The artifacts from the expedition provide a
unique glimpse into the lives of the Franklin crew, and they help us to
understand the challenges they faced.
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