
Shakespeare Retold: A Timeless Classic
Reborn through Ian Falconer's Masterful Art
For centuries, the works of William Shakespeare have captivated
audiences of all ages with their timeless themes of love, loss, ambition, and
betrayal. Now, renowned children's book illustrator Ian Falconer has
brought these beloved classics to life for a new generation in his stunning
new book, Shakespeare Retold.
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With his signature charming and witty style, Falconer retells four of
Shakespeare's most famous plays—Romeo and Juliet, Hamlet, Macbeth,
and The Tempest—in a way that is both accessible and engaging for young
readers. His vibrant and imaginative illustrations bring the characters and
stories to life, while his playful language makes the complex themes easy
to understand.

Exploring Shakespeare's Timeless Themes
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Falconer's retellings of Shakespeare's plays are not mere adaptations; they
are thoughtful explorations of the playwright's timeless themes. Through his
illustrations and text, Falconer invites readers to ponder the complexities of
human nature, the power of love, and the consequences of ambition.

In Romeo and Juliet, Falconer captures the tragic love story of two star-
crossed lovers. His illustrations convey the passion and despair of the
young couple, while his text explores the themes of love, hate, and the
destructive power of prejudice.

In Hamlet, Falconer delves into the depths of the human psyche. His
illustrations capture the tormented prince's inner struggle as he grapples
with the questions of life, death, and revenge.

In Macbeth, Falconer explores the dangers of unchecked ambition. His
illustrations portray the gradual corruption of the Scottish king as he lusts
for power.

In The Tempest, Falconer creates a magical world of spirits and
enchantment. His illustrations bring to life the play's themes of forgiveness,
redemption, and the power of imagination.

Ian Falconer's Masterful Illustrations

Falconer's illustrations are the heart and soul of Shakespeare Retold. His
distinctive style, which combines elements of cartooning, painting, and
collage, brings the characters and stories to life with incredible vitality and
charm.



Falconer's use of color is particularly striking. He employs a vibrant palette
that captures the emotions and atmosphere of each play. In Romeo and
Juliet, the illustrations are bathed in bright reds and pinks, reflecting the
passion and tragedy of the story. In Hamlet, the illustrations are dominated
by dark blues and blacks, reflecting the prince's inner turmoil. In Macbeth,
the illustrations are awash in blood-red hues, symbolizing the violence and
chaos of the play.

Falconer's attention to detail is also evident in his illustrations. He carefully
depicts the clothing, architecture, and other details of each era, creating a
rich and immersive visual experience for readers.

A Book for All Ages

Shakespeare Retold is a book that will be enjoyed by readers of all ages.
Children and young adults will be captivated by the engaging stories and
vibrant illustrations. Adults will appreciate Falconer's thoughtful exploration
of Shakespeare's timeless themes.

Whether you are a lifelong fan of Shakespeare or a newcomer to his works,
Shakespeare Retold is a must-read. Ian Falconer's masterful illustrations
and playful language bring these classic plays to life in a way that is both
accessible and engaging.

Free Download your copy of Shakespeare Retold today and experience the
timeless magic of Shakespeare's plays as never before.

Additional Resources

Ian Falconer's website

The Shakespeare Birthplace Trust



The Royal Shakespeare Company
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