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On May 4, 1886, a bomb exploded during a labor rally in Chicago's
Haymarket Square, killing and injuring dozens of people. The event led to
the arrest of eight labor leaders, who were later convicted of murder and
sentenced to death. The Haymarket Affair had a profound impact on the
American labor movement and led to the establishment of the eight-hour
workday.

Background

The Haymarket Affair was the culmination of years of tension between
labor and capital in the United States. The Industrial Revolution had led to
the growth of large-scale factories, where workers were often forced to
work long hours in dangerous conditions for low pay. In the 1880s, a wave
of strikes and protests swept across the country as workers demanded
better working conditions and higher wages.
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One of the most active labor organizations in Chicago was the Knights of
Labor, which had a large following among the city's German-American
workers. In 1886, the Knights of Labor called for a general strike on May 1
to demand the eight-hour workday. The strike was initially successful, with
thousands of workers walking off the job. However, on May 3, violence
erupted at a rally in Haymarket Square when someone threw a bomb into
the crowd.

The Bombing

The bomb that exploded in Haymarket Square was a crude device made of
dynamite and nails. It was thrown by an unknown person, and it exploded
directly in front of a line of police officers. The blast killed seven police
officers and injured dozens of others. In the chaos that followed, several
more people were shot and killed.

The Arrests and Trial

In the aftermath of the bombing, the police arrested eight labor leaders who
were involved in the organization of the strike. The defendants were
charged with murder and conspiracy to commit murder. The trial was highly
publicized, and it lasted for several months. The prosecution presented a
case based on circumstantial evidence, and the defense argued that the
defendants were innocent victims of a government conspiracy.

In August 1886, the jury found the defendants guilty of murder. Seven of
the defendants were sentenced to death, and the eighth was sentenced to
15 years in prison. The death sentences were later commuted to life in
prison, but four of the defendants died in prison before they could be
released.



The Aftermath

The Haymarket Affair had a profound impact on the American labor
movement. The event led to a wave of repression against labor unions, and
it also helped to create a climate of fear and violence. However, the
Haymarket Affair also helped to raise awareness of the plight of workers,
and it ultimately led to the establishment of the eight-hour workday.

Today, the Haymarket Affair is remembered as a pivotal event in American
labor history. It is a reminder of the struggles that workers have faced in the
fight for better working conditions and a more just society.
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