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When | first arrived in the Middle East, | was a wide-eyed 22-year-old fresh
out of journalism school. | had no idea what to expect, but | was eager to
learn and experience all that this new and exciting region had to offer.

What | found was a world that was both fascinating and bewildering. The
people were warm and welcoming, but the culture was so different from
anything | had ever known. | quickly learned that there were certain things
that were acceptable in the Middle East that would be considered taboo in
my home country. For example, it was perfectly normal for men to hold
hands in public, but it was considered rude to show affection to your
spouse in public.
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| also learned that the Middle East is a region with a rich and complex
history. | visited ancient ruins, met with religious leaders, and talked to
people from all walks of life. | learned about the challenges and triumphs of
the people of the Middle East, and | came to appreciate the region's unique
beauty.

Of course, my time in the Middle East wasn't all smooth sailing. | made
plenty of mistakes, and | had my share of misadventures. But | also learned
a lot, and | grew as a person. | learned to be more patient, more
understanding, and more open-minded. | also learned that the world is a
big and beautiful place, and that there is always something new to learn.

My time in the Middle East was a life-changing experience. | learned so
much about the world and about myself. I'm grateful for the opportunity to
have lived and worked in such a fascinating and dynamic region.

Here are a few of my favorite misadventures from my time in the
Middle East:

= The time | got lost in a souk and ended up in a wedding procession.

= The time | accidentally offended a sheikh by not taking off my shoes
before entering his house.

= The time | got stuck in a sandstorm and had to spend the night in a
Bedouin tent.

= The time | went on a camel ride and got bucked off.

= The time | tried to learn Arabic and ended up saying something very
rude.



These are just a few of the many misadventures | had during my time in the
Middle East. I'm sure I'll never forget them, and I'm grateful for the lessons |

learned from each one.

If you're ever thinking about traveling to the Middle East, | encourage you to
do it. It's a region that is full of surprises, and | promise you'll never forget
your experience.
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