
The Trail of Tears: Causes and Effects
Forced Removal: Causes and Effects of the Trail of
Tears (Cause and Effect: American Indian History)
by Heather E. Schwartz

4.6 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 17600 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 32 pages

The Trail of Tears was a forced relocation of Native Americans from their
ancestral lands in the southeastern United States to Indian Territory in
present-day Oklahoma. It was a tragic event that had a profound impact on
the lives of the Native Americans involved.

Causes of the Trail of Tears

There were a number of factors that contributed to the Trail of Tears. One
of the most significant was the Indian Removal Act of 1830. This act
authorized the federal government to negotiate treaties with Native
American tribes to exchange their lands in the East for lands in the West.
The government promised to provide the tribes with financial assistance
and other benefits in exchange for their land.
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Another factor that contributed to the Trail of Tears was the desire of white
settlers to acquire Native American land. As the United States expanded
westward, white settlers began to move into Native American territory. This
led to conflicts between the settlers and the Native Americans, and the
government often sided with the settlers.

Effects of the Trail of Tears

The Trail of Tears had a devastating impact on the Native Americans
involved. The forced removal from their ancestral lands led to widespread
death and suffering. Many Native Americans died from disease, starvation,
and exposure during the journey. Others were killed by white settlers who
attacked them along the way.

In addition to the physical suffering, the Trail of Tears also had a profound
psychological impact on the Native Americans. They were forced to leave
their homes, their families, and their way of life. This led to a loss of identity
and a sense of despair.

Legacy of the Trail of Tears

The Trail of Tears is a tragic chapter in American history. It is a reminder of
the violence and injustice that Native Americans have faced throughout
history. The Trail of Tears also serves as a warning about the dangers of
prejudice and discrimination.

Today, the Trail of Tears is commemorated by a number of historical sites
and museums. These sites help to tell the story of the forced removal of
Native Americans and the impact it had on their lives.



The Trail of Tears was a tragedy that had a profound impact on the lives of
Native Americans. It is a reminder of the importance of protecting the rights
of all people, regardless of their race or ethnicity.
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