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In the heart of Ancient Greece, where gods and mortals intermingled, the
playwright Sophocles crafted a body of work that continues to captivate and
inspire audiences to this day. His Theban Plays, a trilogy of tragedies that
centers around the ill-fated royal house of Thebes, stands as a testament
to his unparalleled genius and the enduring power of Greek myth.

Oedipus Rex: A Fateful Encounter

At the core of this trilogy lies Oedipus Rex, a play that delves into the
complexities of fate, free will, and the limits of human knowledge. King
Oedipus, a man revered for his wisdom and justice, unknowingly commits
the heinous crimes of patricide and incest. As the truth unravels, a
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relentless cascade of suffering and revelation unfolds, leaving the audience
grappling with the existential questions that have haunted humanity for
centuries.

Oedipus at Colonus: A Journey of Redemption

In Oedipus at Colonus, the sequel to Oedipus Rex, the exiled and now
blind Oedipus seeks refuge in the sacred grove of Colonus. As he
approaches the end of his life, he confronts his past and finds a sense of
peace and redemption. Through poetic and philosophical dialogue,
Sophocles explores themes of divine justice, the sanctity of tradition, and
the importance of human dignity.
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Antigone: A Conflict of Conscience

The trilogy culminates in Antigone, a play that showcases the indomitable
spirit of individuals who dare to stand up for what they believe in, even in
the face of overwhelming opposition. Antigone, Oedipus's defiant daughter,
defies the law of the land to honor the sacred duty of burying her brother.
Her unwavering resolve and tragic fate raise fundamental questions about
the nature of morality, personal responsibility, and the limits of state
authority.
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Hackett Classics: A Scholarly Edition

This Hackett Classics edition of Theban Plays presents these masterpieces
in their original Greek, accompanied by a comprehensive English
translation and illuminating commentary by renowned scholars. The edition
is meticulously annotated, providing readers with valuable insights into the
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historical and cultural context of the plays, as well as their literary
significance and enduring impact.

With its authoritative text, insightful analysis, and comprehensive
annotation, Theban Plays by Sophocles is the definitive edition for
students, scholars, and anyone who seeks to delve into the captivating
world of Greek tragedy.

Legacy and Impact

The Theban Plays have left an indelible mark on Western literature and
culture. They have been translated into countless languages, performed on
stages around the globe, and adapted into operas, films, and other artistic
forms. Their timeless themes and profound characters continue to resonate
with audiences today, offering enduring insights into the human condition
and the fundamental questions that have occupied humanity for millennia.

By preserving and celebrating the work of Sophocles, Theban Plays by
Sophocles in the Hackett Classics series ensures that these literary
treasures will continue to inspire and provoke generations to come.

Embark on a Literary Journey

Open the pages of Theban Plays by Sophocles and embark on an
extraordinary literary journey that will transport you to the heart of Ancient
Greece. Allow yourself to be captivated by the timeless characters, the
profound themes, and the exquisite language that have made these plays
enduring masterpieces. Through Sophocles' genius, you will encounter the
depths of human nature, the complexities of fate, and the enduring power
of the written word.



Free Download your copy of Theban Plays by Sophocles today and
experience the transformative power of these timeless Greek tragedies.
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