
Understanding the Distinct Roles and
Functions of Apostles, Prophets, Evangelists:
A Guide to Biblical Ministry
: The Five-Fold Ministry in the Body of Christ

The Bible reveals that the Lord Jesus Christ gave specific gifts to His
Church. These gifts, known as the "five-fold ministry," are essential for the
growth and health of the Body of Christ. The five-fold ministry includes
apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers (Ephesians 4:11).
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In this article, we will explore the distinct roles and functions of apostles,
prophets, and evangelists. We will examine their biblical calling,
responsibilities, and the impact they have on Christian ministry.

The Role of the Apostle
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The word "apostle" (Greek: apostolos) means "one who is sent." Apostles
are individuals who have been directly commissioned by the Lord Jesus
Christ to establish and oversee the Church. They are the foundation upon
which the Church is built (Ephesians 2:20).

Apostles have a unique authority and responsibility. They are responsible
for:

Laying the doctrinal foundation of the Church (Acts 2:42)

Establishing churches and appointing elders (Acts 14:23)

Representing the Church in matters of faith and practice (Acts 15)

Preserving the purity of the gospel (2 Corinthians 11:4)

The apostle Paul, who was one of the most prominent apostles, described
his calling as follows:

“"Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set
apart for the gospel of God."”

The Role of the Prophet

The word "prophet" (Greek: prophetes) means "one who speaks forth."
Prophets are individuals who are called to speak on behalf of God. They
are not merely fortune-tellers or psychics, but rather messengers who
receive divine revelation and communicate it to others.

Prophets have a crucial role in the Church. They are responsible for:



Revealing God's will and purpose (Amos 3:7)

Foretelling future events (Isaiah 42:9)

Calling God's people to repentance and renewal (Jeremiah 18:11)

Encouraging and building up the Church (1 Corinthians 14:3)

The prophet Isaiah described his calling as follows:

“"Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, 'Whom shall I
send, and who will go for us?' And I said, 'Here am I; send me!'
And he said, 'Go, and say to this people: "Keep on hearing, but
do not understand; keep on seeing, but do not perceive."'”

The Role of the Evangelist

The word "evangelist" (Greek: euangelistes) means "one who brings good
news." Evangelists are individuals who are called to proclaim the gospel of
Jesus Christ to those who have not yet heard it. They are messengers of
salvation who share the story of Jesus' life, death, and resurrection.

Evangelists have a unique gift for reaching out to unbelievers. They are
responsible for:

Preaching the gospel and calling people to repentance (Acts 8:5)

Leading people to a saving faith in Jesus Christ (Acts 10:43)

Discipling new believers and helping them grow in their faith (Acts
19:10)



Planting churches and establishing Christian communities (Acts 13:2)

The evangelist Philip, who was one of the first deacons in the Church,
described his calling as follows:

“"Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this
Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus."”

The Importance of the Five-Fold Ministry

The five-fold ministry is essential for the health and growth of the Church.
Each of these gifts plays a unique and vital role in the Body of Christ.

Apostles provide the foundation and authority for the Church. Prophets
speak God's will and purpose, and call us to repentance and renewal.
Evangelists proclaim the gospel and lead people to salvation. Pastors care
for the spiritual needs of the flock. Teachers equip the saints for ministry.

When all five of these gifts are functioning together, the Church is a
powerful and effective force for the kingdom of God. We are able to reach
out to the lost, build up the body of believers, and fulfill the Great
Commission.

The roles and functions of apostles, prophets, and evangelists are
foundational to biblical ministry. These individuals are called by God to
serve the Church and to fulfill the Great Commission. May we all strive to
understand and appreciate the
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